Case Study
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
Challenge
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) is a public research university, and with more than
29,000 students, is the second largest in the state. Lapham Hall, named for Wisconsin’s first eminent
scientist, was built in 1961 to house the Botany, Chemistry and Zoology departments.
Today, Lapham Hall is a research facility for the university’s Department of Biosciences with
laboratories, classrooms, lecture halls and faculty offices. Since construction, the building went virtually
unremodeled and needed updates. Safety was a concern with only about 10 drench showers and
eyewash units serving the north wing of Lapham, many of which were no longer working properly.
“Our emergency equipment was vintage 1960s,” said Jon Krezoski, director of safety and assurances for
UWM. “The old fixtures in Lapham were corroded and routine testing was impossible. There were no floor
drains near the showers, so we had to catch the water in a bucket to avoid flooding classrooms.”
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Ready in an Emergency
The Barrier-Free Recessed Mounted
Drench Shower and Eyewash units
(Model S19-315BF) installed at UWM
are flush mounted to the wall, making
them fully accessible to individuals
with physical disabilities and ideal
for areas where space is a concern.
The S19-315BF unit complies
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“Everyone was afraid to open the valves
on the old units, which was a huge
problem,” said Rick Koehler in physical
plant services at UWM. “We’re pleased
with how the Bradley emergency
fixtures capture all of the flushing
fluid.” Another benefit is the concealed
eyewash - the design prevents the
eyewash nozzles from becoming
contaminated with dust and debris.
As with many facilities, finding the
time and resources to test all of the
emergency drench equipment on
campus each week continues to
be a challenge for UWM. But, the
updated emergency equipment
makes the job easier and helps create
a safer learning environment.

with American National Standard
Z358.1-2004 and is completely
flush with the wall - even the pulldown shower handle does not
protrude. No tight pinching or
grasping is required to operate it.
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