Emergency Eye Care

Reduce injuries

The ANSI standard requires emergency drench showers and eyewashes at
construction sites to be accessible and operable year-round. Are your custom-
ers properly equipped with the equipment to keep their jobsites safe?
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Because

our customers
do more than
just turn pipe
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Introducing a new line of premium hand tools manufactured with the superior
quality and long-lasting durability you've come to expect from RIDGID® tools.

Innovative features include extra-wide jaws with biased teeth on the Tongue-
and-Groove pliers for increased bite and grip. Sleek jaw profiles with compact
handles on the Plumber’s Wide-Mouth adjustable wrenches allow for easy
access and those close-quarter jobs. Demand the hand tools designed especially
for the professional and backed by the RIDGID Lifetime Warranty.

To learn more or to schedule a demonstration, contact Ridge Tool at

800.769.7743 or www.ridgid.com.
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While OSHA

has not officially
adopted the 2004
American National
Standard Institute
(ANSI) Z358.1
emergency stan-
dard, OSHA gener-
ally refers to it as a
guide for the selec-
tion and installation
of eyewashes and
drench showers.

As distributors and
rental professionals, it is
important to educate your
customers about the new
regulations and make
them aware of available
safety equipment options
that both meet safety stan-
dards and are adaptable to
construction sites, regard-
less of the size and dura-
tion of the project, and the
extremes of their climate.

Unplumbed sites

Manufacturers offer a
variety of portable emer-
gency-protection equip-
ment that can be used as a
backup to PPE.

Bottle eyewashes are
designed as a first line of
defense and are to be used
before a worker can reach
an eyewash station. These
products have a slim pro-
file and can be mounted or
stored within easy reach of
any hazard. The worker sim-
ply pulls the bottle from the
station, removes the cap and
flushes the affected area.

Portable eyewash sta-
tions, which provide a
complete flush, are avail-
able in a variety of models.
Gravity-fed portable eye-




washes are easy to fill, assemble
and transport.

Drench hoses, portable
pressurized tanks

Drench hoses are hand-held
units that serve as an eye and
face wash. Note that drench
hoses must be installed in a fixed
location. They must be capable
of being activated with one step
and remain flowing until
they are shut off. If drench
hoses are not installed
following these ANSI
requirements, they are
classified as supplemental
products only.

Another ANSI-
approved option for
unplumbed sites are por-
table pressurized tanks.
These are filled with flush-
ing fluid and pressurized
to provide the required
volume and flow dura-
tion. But it is important to
specify ANSI-compliant
units. Smaller units do
not qualify and may only
be used as supplemental
emergency equipment.

Plumbed solutions
Drench showers offer
emergency aid when a
worker’s skin is exposed to
chemical hazards or burns.
Showers may also be com-
bined with eyewashes or
ye/face wash combina-
tions. It may be necessary
to supply both water and
electricity to the unit, to
ensure the tepid water
temperature is maintained.

Deep freeze

The ANSI Z358.1
standard requires that
any emergency fixture
installed where the poten-
tial for freezing exists
should be protected from
freezing, or freeze-pro-
tected equipment should
be installed.

Frost-proof units

Traditional frost-proof
units are available in two
configurations — through-
wall fixtures and fixtures
with buried incoming sup-
ply pipes.

Other solutions
Heat-traced fixtures
have a heat-trace cable

wrapped around the piping,

which regulates the temperature

of the water inside the fixture

to prevent freezing or overheat-
ing. The pipes are insulated with
polyethylene foam, and the entire
fixture is wrapped in ABS plastic
with the seams sealed for maxi-
mum weather protection. Most
units offer a freeze-protection
valve and generally cost more.

Although polar showers are
the most costly option, they are
usually configured as a combina-
tion shower and eyewash in a
heated, insulated enclosure, often
with a local tempered water sup-
ply. A user is protected from out-
side conditions when activating
the shower or eyewash.

Work together with safety
experts and product manufac-

BBLELIGHT

Emergency Eye Care

turers to help your customers
identify potential work-site haz-
ards. By serving as an emergency
equipment resource you will
build stronger partnerships with
your customers.

By Rebecca Geissler, a product
manager for emergency fixtures at
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The Self-Righting Work Light That Bounces Back From Abuse!

Bright, durable, and virtually indestructible; the 36" tall Wobble Light® is a
self-righting, highly durable work light that takes a severe beating from workers,
vehicles, debris, and drops. Internal ventilation system keeps light cool enough
to touch. String them in a series or use individually. No set-up. Just plug it in.
Call 312-527-0955 / www.wobblelight.com / ©2005 Wobble Light L.L.C. All rights reserved.
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